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Sh&ndrs, while the land is sometimes held on puttah, sometimes
unoccupied; In the latter case there is no difficulty; in the former the
tree tax is paid to Government by the tree holder, and the land tax
by the land holder; the land in these cases has always been taken up
after the trees, often in order to get a claim to, or get possession of,
the valuable trees by hampering the tree puttahdar. The tree tax is
frequently very much above the land assessment when trees are
numerous. Palmyras, which are the chief trees, pay 3 pies if young
and used for leaves only, and As. 1-3 if mature. There is no interfer-
ence with trees not belonging to Government.

The collections are made in six instalments from November to April,
and under the circle system, 99 per cent, can be remitted punctually to
the treasury (see " Revenue Department").

The " dittam " or preliminary engagement at the beginning of the
cultivation season has been done away with. The " jamabandi" still
remains, chiefly as a useful concentration of various inspection duties,
though happily it has largely lost its original character^of an elaborate
investigation, for revenue purposes, of the circumstances of the ryots
and of their excuses for failure of engagements, and is no longer a
" scramble for remissions;" the jamabandi never was, as often supposed,
a settlement of the rafes of rent, but merely settled the amounts as
determined by the area of holdings, and embraced, in old days, a con-
siderable number of enquiries as to remissions, oowles, and departures
from engagements; at present it is, in ordinary years, almost wholly
concerned with transfers of fields and puttahs. a few alterations in
area, a few claims for remission for failures of water, and a few cases
of charge for the use of Government water, petty encroachments on
perambokes (reserved public lands) entailing penal assessment, and so
forth. Upon the settlement of these matters the accounts are made up,
and such new puttahs as are required by the alterations are prepared
and issued. But it is usual to make a thorough enquiry into the state
of accounts, such as the cultivation, field, and ryot registers, and the
collection accounts, etc. Their entries with the remarks of the in-
spectors and tahsildars, are tested and examined according to circum-
stances. Such are the ordinary duties of the Coimbatore jamabandi,
which, as a rule, begins with January and ends in Mamh, or April, so
as to allow of final adjustment of the demand before the last revenue
instalment in April. Pew ryots make complaints or petitions at jama-
bandi ; it is usual to present them during the year whenever cause
arises. The small number of ryots who present themselves during the
several weeks of each taluk jamabandi is aa evidence of the regularity
of the system, the moderate number of complaints or grievances, and
the freedom of the ryot from interference; most of the petitions
refer to the disputed transfer of lands, the value of which is generally
considerable.

All remissions except those for want of water and great seasonal
stress were done away with by the recent settlement, and pasture